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Air Quality Decision Matrix for Wildfire Smoke Preparation
Prolonged and significant poor air quality can pose a variety of negative impacts on the campus population and campus operations. Any impact will
vary dramatically based on location (indoor vs. outdoor), level and duration of physical activities, and population (i.e., young children vs. healthy
adults) etc. Depending on the air quality severity and the forecasted duration, it may become necessary to:

1) move outdoor activities to indoor spaces having mechanical ventilation and air filtration, or
2) postpone/ cancel activities.

The following matrix summarizes the primary areas where University level decisions may be needed and provides guidance to assist decision makers in
determining when to adjust or cancel certain activities. This matrix references EPA’s air quality index (AQI) for air quality and associated level(s) of
concern. AQI forecasts and real time measurements can be used to supplement and improve decision making when available.  During periods of poor
air quality, local units are encouraged to work with staff and students to voluntarily adjust plans where possible.

For all actions listed in the table below, local units are to direct activities based on guidance provided by the Air Quality Decision Making Committee.
Local units will also ensure COVID-19 hygiene best practices continue.

Overview of Procedures:
1. Air Quality Decision Making Committee monitors AQI, and discusses proposed action internally using EPA’s AirNow, NOAA’s National Weather

Service, and other tools.
2. Committee determines the final decision regarding campus activities and informs stakeholders/ local units via email.
3. Each unit sends a unit-specific email notifying their affected employees of identified action items. Note that general wildfire impacts may be

communicated via AlertSU and campus wide email messaging.

Footnotes:
*This document is intended as general guidance for the institution when making decisions during wildfire smoke events based on air quality.  These are definitive actions that must take 
place when, but not before, the AQI threshold is met.
**To the extent possible, consider monitoring indoor air quality and implement mitigation actions if indoor AQI is 201 or above. *Values above 500 are considered Beyond the AQI. 
Follow recommendations for the Hazardous Category.

https://www.airnow.gov/?city=Stanford&state=CA&country=USA





